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FROM THE EDITOR 

The election results for the 2019-2022 
term may have already been announced at 
the GSA meeting last fall, but we are 
nonetheless delighted to reiterate our 
congratulations to the newly elected 
officers here: Vice President Heather 
Sullivan, Directors at-Large Vance Byrd 
and Eleonor ter Horst, and Secretary-
Treasurer: William Carter. 

Thank you to the nominating committee 
and to all those members who stood for 
election, and a special thanks once again 
to our outgoing officers: Daniel Purdy, 
Heidi Schlipphacke and John Smith, as 
well as Christian Weber.  

For a full wrap-up of the business 
meeting, see Elliot Schreiber’s minutes 
below (and more photos on our web site). 

In addition to good news from the 
Executive Secretary, the co-editors of the 
Yearbook, and the editor of the book 
series, this number of the newsletter 
contains an update on the exciting new 
Goethe-Lexicon of Philosophical Con-
cepts (the first international workshop 
will be held in May) as well as the 
citations for the 2017 Essay Prize and 
2017 Sussman Prize winners, Gabriel 
Trop and Tove Holmes. To be considered 
for either of the 2018 Prizes, please note 
the rapidly approaching deadline. Submit 
a copy of your essay as soon as you can 
but no later than 30 April 2019. See 
below for details. 

Burkhard Henke 
Davidson College 

*** 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

As spring arrives, albeit with a little delay 
here in Philadelphia, it is time to write my 
first column for the Newsletter in my new 
role as President of the Society—though 
I’ve been involved in the association over 
the past decades in other capacities, as 
Director-at-Large and Book Review 
Editor, and have participated, like many 
of us, in each and every Atkins 
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conference. I am truly honored to have 
been elected by the membership first as 
Vice President and now as President, and 
am dedicated to serving and fostering 
what I (and I am definitely not alone in 
this) believe is the best and most vital 
scholarly association. Your activities 
related to Goethe and his age prove that 
our field is flourishing, diverse, and 
fruitful. I am very excited to work 
alongside the other members of the 
Executive Board, including the most 
recently elected officers: Heather 
Sullivan (Vice President), Bill Carter 
(Treasurer), and Vance Byrd and Eleanor 
ter Horst (Directors-at-Large). I am also 
exceedingly grateful to past President 
Daniel Purdy for his quantities of support, 
good cheer, and advice.  
 
A big part of what makes the GSNA 
exceptional is that it is so open and 
welcoming to scholars at all stages of 
their careers, from graduate students who 
present at the Atkins conference or 
participate in the dissertation workshops, 
to emeritus colleagues who hail from all 
kinds of institutions, including 
independent scholars. At a moment when 
the humanities, and especially language 
and literature programs, are under ever 
greater pressure at many of our 
institutions, it is all the more important to 
join together in celebrating the innovative 
collaborations, conversations, and 
publications that have been made 
possible by the GSNA and that cross so 
many disciplinary and geographical 
borders. Indeed, one of the ideas that 
emerged from the last Atkins conference 
was to find a productive way of opening 
the conference to participation by 
undergraduate students as well as 
graduate students. I am fairly certain that 
I would never have made my own way 
into Goethe Studies if I had not been the 

beneficiary of Roger Stephenson’s 
charismatic teaching and encouragement 
when I was an undergraduate at the 
University of Glasgow. Do remember to 
spread the word about the GSNA: for 
graduate students it is the best deal in 
town at $10.60 for annual membership. 
 
Please let us know about your activities 
and accomplishments. I would like to 
mention two richly-deserved awards in 
closing this column. 
 
Director-at-Large Vance Byrd has 
recently been awarded an Andrew W. 
Mellon New Directions Fellowship. 
These fellowships allow scholars in 
humanistic fields to obtain additional 
formal training to conduct high-quality 
interdisciplinary projects. Vance's 
project, “Handmade History: Panoramas 
and Nineteenth-Century Global Cultures 
of Commemoration,” will examine the 
untold history of the transatlantic 
business of memorials of the American 
Civil War and Franco-Prussian war, 
which contributed to American national 
identity, the formation of the German 
empire, and the complicated legacies of 
race, slavery, and colonialism in both 
countries. The award will allow Vance to 
study art history and Civil War history 
during a year-long leave spent at 
Northwestern University. 
 
In recognition of his groundbreaking 
contributions to Goethe scholarship, 
David Wellbery will receive the Golden 
Goethe Medal from the Goethe Society 
on June 13, 2019, at the Nationaltheater 
in Weimar. 
 
Congratulations, on behalf of the Society! 
 

Catriona MacLeod 
University of Pennsylvania 
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY 

Goethe Society members and friends 
have a great deal to look forward to at the 
2019-20 GSA and MLA conferences. 
GSNA-sponsored sessions span a wide 
range of topics and approaches from 
Goethe’s heterodox thought and Karl 
Philipp Moritz’s interdisciplinarity to 
broader themes of realism, colonialism 
and decolonization. They also encompass 
an equally wide range of formats, 
including a panel, a panel series, a 
seminar, and a roundtable. This diverse 
range not only of what we are talking 
about, but how we are talking with one 
another, speaks to the Experimentier-
freude that is alive and well among the 
community of scholars affiliated with the 
GSNA. 

For the German Studies Association 
convention in Portland, Jan Jost-Fritz 
(East Tennessee State University) and 
Christian Weber (Florida State 
University) have co-organized a four-part 
panel series on “Realism in the Age of 
Goethe and Its Legacy,” bringing 
together over 20 scholars. Clark Muenzer 
(University of Pittsburgh), Karin Schutjer 
(University of Oklahoma), and John H. 
Smith (University of California, Irvine) 
are convening a seminar at the GSA on 
“Goethe as a Heterodox Thinker” that 
likewise gathers about 20 participants 
around a topic that attracted intense 
interest at last year’s GSA in Pittsburgh. 
Mattias Pirholt (Södertörn University) 
has also put together a fascinating panel 
for the GSA on “Karl Philipp Moritz’s 
Interdisciplinary Stance.” Together, these 
GSA sessions include participants from 
institutions in the US, Canada, Germany, 
Sweden, Switzerland, the UK, and 
Australia. For the 2020 Modern 

Language Association convention in 
Seattle, Jason Groves (University of 
Washington) and Ervin Malakaj 
(University of British Columbia) have 
collaborated to assemble a truly 
impressive roundtable comprised of 8 
panelists addressing “Decolonization and 
the Age of Goethe.”  

I want to thank each of these organizers 
for all their excellent and innovative 
work.  As a result of their hard effort, 
2019-20 promises to be a banner year for 
the Goethe Society at both the GSA and 
the MLA. I hope that many of you will be 
able to join us in Portland and Seattle! 

As always, if you are interested in 
organizing a panel sponsored by the 
Goethe Society at one of the annual (incl. 
regional) meetings of ASECS, GSA, or 
MLA, please contact me.  

Elliott Schreiber 
German Studies Department 
Box 72 
Vassar College 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12604 
Telephone: (845) 437-5687 
elschreiber@vassar.edu  
 

Note the deadlines for submission of 
panel proposals. 
 
• GSA, 15 November 2019 for the 

2020 convention 
• MLA, 1 December 2019 for the 2021 

convention 
• ASECS, 15 March 2020 for the 2021 

convention 

We encourage all presenters to become 
members of the GSNA. 

Elliot Schreiber 
Vassar College 

 
*** 
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2017 GSNA ESSAY PRIZE 
 
It was an exciting year 
for Goethezeit studies, with over forty 
essays for the committee to read, of truly 
high quality. I would like to thank 
committee members John Smith and 
Heidi Schlipphacke for their stalwart 
work, reading so many articles over 
summer break. 
 
Gabriel Trop published three articles in 
2017, each of which was worthy of an 
award. The committee selected as the 
essay prize winner “Goethe’s Faust and 
the Absolute of Naturphilosophie,” The 
Germanic Review 92.4 (2017): 388-406. 
The article succeeds remarkably in 
several ways: it offers a new perspective 
on one of the most written about and 
studied plays; it makes Schelling’s 
version of Naturphilosophie not only 
clear in its essence but also applicable as 
a way of understanding a literary text; and 
it gives us a new insight into the makings 
of tragedy. Trop sees in Schelling an 
ontology of tensions and conflicting 
forces—attraction and repulsion, 
contraction and expansion. As Trop 
writes elegantly: “a chaotic reserve of 
disorder belongs intrinsically to the 
unfolding of the absolute of Natur-
philosophie.” Precisely this structure 
makes for the principle of signification in 
Faust, as Trop shows in fresh analyses of 
disorderly figures including Gretchen, 
Homunculus, and Euphorion, concluding 
that in his resistance to the Eternal 
Feminine Mephistopheles both negates 
life and presents a new ethics of the 
absolute. The key is that the tragic 
unfolding is not based in the subjectivity 
of the striving Faust but in the very nature 
of the Absolute itself. 
  

The committee also awarded an 
honorable mention to another scholar 
who had an exceptionally productive 
year, Leif Weatherby, for his elegant 
essay “A Reconsideration of the 
Romantic Fragment,” which indeed 
appeared in the same issue of The 
Germanic Review immediately after 
Trop’s essay (pp. 407-25). As a form 
of Witz that is a conjunction of opposites, 
the fragment, in Weatherby’s reading, 
also is a mediating place where science 
and poetry intersect through material 
irony.  
 

Catriona MacLeod 
University of Pennsylvania 

 
*** 

 
2017 RICHARD SUSSMAN PRIZE 
 
For the Richard Sussman Essay Prize, 
too, the committee had some interesting 
choices, with studies of chemistry, light, 
and, of course, equilibrium, thanks to a 
special issue of The Germanic 
Review edited by Jocelyn Holland and 
Gabriel Trop. However, we selected the 
nuanced essay by Tove Holmes, 
“Reizende Aussichten: Aesthetic and 
Scientific Observation in Albrecht von 
Haller’s Die Alpen,” which appeared in 
Modern Language Notes 132.3 (2017): 
753-74. Haller’s long poem is not at the 
top of many of our reading lists, so it was 
refreshing to see it brought to life in this 
essay and rescued from Lessing’s potent 
negative reading of its descriptive mode. 
Holmes shows the way Haller’s scientific 
sensibility frames a way of observing the 
world that then feeds into the poetic 
descriptions, notably ekphrasis. But the 
reverse is also true: according to Holmes, 
because Haller wrote his poem at a time 
just before the “two cultures” of natural 



 

5 

science and the humanities separated over 
different conceptions of methodology, his 
poetic sensibility, informed by a 
traditional notion of energeia or 
“bringing vividly before the eyes,” 
shaped his scientific observations and 
invites us to look forward as well to a 
more modern practice of scientific 
observation. 
 

Catriona MacLeod 
University of Pennsylvania 

 
*** 

 
NOMINATIONS FOR THE 2018 
GSNA ESSAY AND SUSSMAN 
PRIZES 
 
The executive committee seeks 
nominations or self-nominations for two 
annual GSNA Essay Prizes that honor the 
best essays on Goethe, his times, and/or 
contemporary figures, published in the 
year 2018. Each prize carries an award of 
$500.  
 
Additionally, the executive committee 
seeks nominations or self-nominations 
for the annual Richard Sussman Essay 
Prize for the best essay published in 2018 
on Goethe’s contributions to the sciences 
and on Goethe in the history of science. 
The Sussman Prize also carries an award 
of $500. 
 
Please submit a copy of your essay 
(electronic version preferred) by April 
30, 2019 to the Society’s Vice President,  
 

Professor Heather Sullivan 
Department of Modern Languages and 
Literatures 
Trinity University 
One Trinity Place 
San Antonio, TX 78212 
hsulliva@trinity.edu  

The following articles are eligible: 
 
I. articles written by a North 

American scholar (defined by 
institutional affiliation at the time 
of publication); or 

II. articles written by a current 
member of the GSNA; or 

III. articles published in the Goethe 
Yearbook. 

 
NB: Articles by current GSNA board 
members are not eligible. GSNA 
members are encouraged to submit their 
own articles for consideration.  
 
 

*** 
 
MINUTES OF THE 2018 
BUSINESS MEETING 
 
September 29, 2018 
German Studies Association Conference 
Wyndham Grand Hotel, Pittsburgh 
 
Present:  
 
1. Catriona Macleod, Vice President  
2. Daniel Purdy, President 
3. Elliott Schreiber, Executive 

Secretary 
4. Karin Schutjer, Editor, New Studies 

in the Age of Goethe 
5. Patricia Simpson, Co-Editor, Goethe 

Yearbook 
6. John Smith, Director-at-Large 
7. Birgit Tautz, Co-Editor, Goethe 

Yearbook 
8. Christian Weber, Secretary-

Treasurer 
 
Daniel Purdy announced the election 
results: Heather Sullivan (Vice President, 
2019-22), Vance Byrd and Eleonor ter 
Horst (Directors-at-Large, 2019-22), 
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William Carter (Secretary-Treasurer, 
2019-22). 52 members voted. 
 
Catriona Macleod announced GSNA 
Prizes. GSNA Essay Prize: Gabriel Trop 
for best essay; Leif Weatherby honorary 
mention. Tove Holmes: Richard Sussman 
Essay Prize.  Discussion ensued on how 
best to get the word out about the Richard 
Sussman Essay Prize. John Smith will 
announce the prize at a literature and 
science conference in Toronto. It will 
continue to be announced on relevant 
listservs. 
 
Christian Weber distributed a summary 
of the GSNA budget and expenses. He 
noted that $48 are unaccounted for, and 
offered to contribute it from his own 
pocket, which the other members of the 
Executive Board rejected. He suggested 
that the GSNA find productive ways to 
spend its budget, e.g. helping to subsidize 
Clark Muenzer’s lexicon project. Daniel 
Purdy asked whether it would be worth 
spending approximately $70 per month 
for website security, and there appeared 
to be a consensus that this would be a 
good investment. Birgit Tautz suggested 
that funds could be appropriated for a 
website linked with the Goethe Yearbook 
for the purpose of displaying high-
resolution images and figures included or 
referenced in Yearbook articles. She 
noted that it would be important to find a 
reliable partner (such as a publisher or 
educational institution) that could ensure 
the longevity of such a project. Karin 
Schutjer proposed giving a stipend to the 
GSNA Webmaster and Newsletter editor. 
 
Christian noted strong membership 
numbers. About 50% have elected a 3-
year membership. As an aid to recruiting 
more members, Christian suggested that 
a list of contributors to the Goethe 

Yearbook be made available by the 
editors or publisher to the Treasurer. 
There also appeared to be consensus on 
sending a copy of the Goethe Yearbook to 
each article author. 
 
Birgit Tautz and Patricia Simpson 
reported on the Goethe Yearbook. They 
highlighted that things are going well. 
The current volume (Vol. 26) is quite full. 
They turned down about a half dozen 
articles. The articles that they have 
assembled work well together. There is a 
special section on “Goethe’s Narrative 
Events” edited by Fritz Breithaupt. Birgit 
noted that the editors might try 
introducing a discussion forum in the 
Yearbook. John Smith proposed a special 
forum in the Yearbook that might collect 
references to Goethe (e.g., a reference to 
Goethe and Eckermann in Moby Dick that 
was recently brought to his attention). 
Birgit suggested that an enhanced GSNA 
website might be a better platform, one 
that might also include pre-published 
book reviews.  
 
Karin Schutjer reported on the book 
series. She proposed that the Bucknell 
books be displayed at next year’s GSA 
together with the Scholar’s Choice books. 
She noted the relatively reasonable prices 
of books in the series. She wonders if we 
should try to publish more books 
(currently the focus is on younger and 
less established authors), and if the books 
could be published at a faster pace. 
Currently the production schedule from 
delivery of the final manuscript to the 
publisher to publication takes about 12 
months. It was remarked that this is a 
fairly expeditious pace, but that some 
presses (such as Penn State) have a 
somewhat tighter schedule (roughly 9 
months). 
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John Smith reported on the Lexicon 
project that he and Clark Muenzer are 
heading. He noted that Clark has received 
a grant of about $50 k from the University 
of Pittsburgh to help realize the project. 
There is still discussion about the best 
platform for the project (digital and/or 
print). The members of the Executive 
Board expressed their encouragement for 
and excitement about the project. 
 
Other business: Birgit Tautz mentioned 
the possibility of hosting a symposium at 
Bowdoin College in connection with the 
Goethe Yearbook. Catriona Macleod 
mentioned that someone has contacted 
her with the offer to gift a bronze Goethe 
bust to the GSNA. She raised the question 
about where it could be housed. 
 

Elliott Schreiber 
Vassar College 

 
 

*** 
 
 
FROM THE YEARBOOK 
EDITORS 
 

Volume 26 of 
the Goethe Year-
book, featuring a 
special section on 
Goethe’s narrative 
events and also 
showcasing work 
presented at the 
2017 Atkins 
Goethe Confe-
rence, will reach 

the readership soon. Volume 27 is well 
underway.  
 
For the first time, the Goethe Yearbook is 
implementing a new format for 

scholarship and discussion, beginning 
with a Forum. The working title is “The 
Canon versus the ‘Great Unread’ (M. 
Cohen).” With this topic, we hope to 
prompt a vibrant discussion about the 
impact of Digital Humanities (DH) and 
“computational criticism” on Goethe 
scholarship and 18th-century German 
Studies. The editors have secured the 
cooperation of prominent and emerging 
scholars in the field to contemplate 
questions such as: What is the 
relationship between “mining” thousands 
of texts through algorithms and 
scholarship “merely” based on 
interpretation of select literary works? 
What are the consequences of digitizing 
primary materials? How do DH 
methodologies and analytical practices 
enhance and/or endanger the study of the 
canon? How does “close reading” versus 
“distant reading” affect the legacy of 
canonical authors and their impact on the 
construction of national literary 
historiography in the 19th century? What 
is at stake for the discipline of literary 
study—for the act of (close) reading—
when we ask the question about the canon 
versus the “great unread”?  
 
The contributions uncover many 
approaches to the topic that go beyond 
established scholarly methods v. data 
sciences, including but not limited to 
questions of “digital canons” and 
“forgotten canons,” the significance of 
paratexts and metadata, alternative 
reading histories, and DH as a way of 
navigating the gendered fault-lines of 
canon formation. Others tackle um 1800 
as a primary archaeological site for the 
digital or reveal the massive amounts of 
Goethe corpus that are never cited.  
 
The Forum will appear along with a series 
of articles on Rahel Levin Varnhagen, 
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Friedrich Hölderlin, Goethe’s self-
marketing, Goethe and visual culture, 
eighteenth-century refugee discourse, 
and others.  
 

Patricia Anne Simpson 
University of Nebraska 

 
Birgit Tautz 

Bowdoin College 
  
 

*** 
 
 
FROM THE  
BOOK REVIEW EDITOR 
  
I encourage you to let me know if there 
are particular areas of research that you 
are interested in reviewing for the Goethe 
Yearbook. Please send books for review 
and suggestions for books for review to: 
 

Professor Sean Franzel 
Department of German and Russian 
Studies 
University of Missouri 
428 Strickland Hall 
Columbia MO, 65211 
Telephone: (573) 882-4328 
Fax: (573) 884-8456 
franzels@missouri.edu 

 
 
 

*** 
 
 
FROM THE EDITOR 
OF THE BOOK SERIES 
 
We are proud to announce the recent 
publication of two excellent new volumes 
in the series New Studies in the Age of 
Goethe: 
 

 
 
Odysseys of Recognition: Performing 
Intersubjectivity in Homer, Aristotle, 
Shakespeare, Goethe, and Kleist 
 
by Ellwood Wiggins, University of 
Washington 
 
"This is an intelligent, serious, patient, 
and innovative work. It is also beautifully 
written: nimble, unaffected, crystal-clear, 
and often entertaining." (Nicholas 
Rennie, Rutgers University)   
    
Literary recognition is a technical term 
for a climactic plot device. Odysseys of 
Recognition claims that interpersonal 
recognition is constituted by 
performance, and brings performance 
theory into dialogue with poetics, 
politics, and philosophy. By observing 
Odysseus figures from Homer to Kleist, 
Ellwood Wiggins offers an alternative to 
conventional intellectual histories that 
situate the invention of the interior self in 
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modernity. Through strategic readings of 
Aristotle, this elegantly written, 
innovative study recovers an 
understanding of interpersonal 
recognition that has become strange and 
counterintuitive. Penelope in Homer's 
Odyssey offers a model for agency in 
ethical knowledge that has a lot to teach 
us today. Early modern and eighteenth-
century characters, meanwhile, discover 
themselves not deep within an 
impenetrable self, but in the interpersonal 
space between people in the world. 
Recognition, Wiggins contends, is the 
moment in which epistemology and 
ethics coincide: in which what we know 
becomes manifest in what we do. 
 
And: 
 

 
 
Pretexts for Writing: German Romantic 
Prefaces, Literature, and Philosophy  
 
by Seán M. Williams, University of 
Sheffield, UK 

“Pretexts for Writing discusses the 
history of the literary and philosophical 
self-authored preface in the German 
speaking world around 1800 with an 
intensity and analytical depth previously 
unachieved in scholarship.” (Till 
Dembeck, University of Luxembourg)  
 
Around 1800, print culture became a 
particularly rich source for metaphors 
about thinking as well as writing, 
nowhere more so than in the German 
tradition of Dichter und Denker. Goethe, 
Jean Paul, and Hegel (among many 
others) used the preface in order to reflect 
on the problems of writing itself, and its 
interpretation. If Sterne teaches us that a 
material book enables mind games as 
much as it gives expression to them, the 
Germans made these games more 
theoretical still. Weaving in authors from 
Antiquity to Agamben, Williams shows 
how European - and, above all, German - 
Romanticism was a watershed in the 
history of the preface. The playful, 
paradoxical strategies that Romantic 
writers invented are later played out in 
continental philosophy, and in post-
Structuralist literature. The preface is a 
prompt for playful thinking with texts, as 
much as it is conventionally the prosaic 
product of such an exercise. 
 
As always, we’re eager to entertain your 
proposals, whether for a single-authored 
monograph or a collection of essays. 
Contact Karin Schutjer 
kschutjer@ou.edu. I hope to hear from 
you! 
 

Karin Schutjer 
University of Oklahoma 

 
 

*** 
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FROM THE EDITORS OF THE 
GOETHE-LEXICON OF 
PHILOSOPHICAL CONCEPTS 
 
From May 2-5, 2019, the first 
International Workshop for the Goethe-
Lexicon of Philosophical Concepts 
(GLPC) will be held at the University of 
Pittsburgh. Organized by the lexicon’s 
co-editors, Clark Muenzer (University of 
Pittsburgh) and John H. Smith (UC 
Irvine), this gathering of 20 collaborators 
from the US, England, Germany, and 
Switzerland, will build on the 4 GSA 
panels on “Goethe as a Heterodox 
Thinker” (which drew more than 150 
conferees to its sessions last October). It 
also looks forward to the GSA Seminar 
on the same topic in the Fall, as well as 
the second International Workshop at 
Cambridge University in the summer of 
2020.  
 
The Pittsburgh Workshop will be an 
important step towards realizing our goal 
of publishing 10 entries by the end of 
2019. Participants will engage in a variety 
of activities to address different aspects 
of our collective undertaking, including 
an ongoing conversation about the very 
nature of the project. The intensive, 2-day 
program will include: (1) a panel 
discussion placing the GLPC in relation 
to other exemplary lexica, handbooks, 
and dictionaries, including the Goethe-
Handbuch, the Dictionary of Untrans-
latables, the Stanford Encyclopedia of 
Philosophy, Mauthner’s Wörterbuch der 
Philosophie, Aesthetische Grundbegriffe, 
and Keywords for Today; (2) a second 
panel, organized by our digital editor 
Bryan Klausmeyer (Virginia Tech), with 
presentations on “technical” matters, 
including a first look at the platform we 
will be using. Because the GLPC will be 
a dynamic reference work, we have 

included information science experts to 
introduce us to possible options; (3) 
presentations and discussions of 12 
sample entries that will be made available 
to all participants in advance; (4) 
breakout sessions to discuss in small 
groups ideas about how the entries can be 
framed in general for the Lexicon. While 
the GLPC cannot be designed by 
committee, it will be productive to solicit 
the input of collaborators on such issues 
as the ideal length for entries, their style, 
structure, and content, as well as the kinds 
of Goethean concepts we want to include; 
(5) a public lecture by Gabriel Trop 
(University of North Carolina) on “Kraft: 
On the Potential of a Concept”; and, of 
course (6) a festive banquet! 
 
In order to work as closely as possible 
with each other, we have limited the size 
of our workshops to 20 participants. 
Importantly, our selection criteria 
considered scholars at all phases of their 
careers, as well as geographical and 
cultural diversity. Members of the 
GSNA, which as one of the project’s 
official sponsors has provided some 
financial assistance, are welcome to 
contact the editors with their ideas and, of 
course, their willingness to become 
collaborators. A Call for the second 
International Workshop in Cambridge, 
England, will go out early next winter. 
Please let us know if you would like to get 
involved, especially if you have any 
experience in the digital humanities. If 
the last 12 months is an indication, there 
will be many opportunities in the future 
to come on board. And keep your eye on 
the next issue of the Goethe Yearbook, 
where we plan to publish 2 sample entries 
for the GLPC. 
 
Participants in the Pittsburgh workshop 
are: Colin Allen (Pittsburgh, History and 
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Philosophy of Science); Jonathan Arac 
(Pittsburgh, Humanities Center and 
English); Matthew Bell (King’s College 
London, German); Frauke Berndt 
(Zurich, German); Fritz Breithaupt 
(Indiana, German); Aaron Brenner 
(Pittsburgh University Library System); 
Daniel Carranza (Chicago, German); 
Eckart Förster (Johns Hopkins, German 
and Philosophy); Jonathan Fine (Brown, 
German); Bryan Klausmeyer (Virginia 
Tech, German); Horst Lange (Central 
Arkansas, German); Charlotte Lee 
(Cambridge, German); John Lyon 
(Pittsburgh, German); Catriona MacLeod 
(University of Pennsylvania, German); 
Sebastian Meixner (Zurich, German); 
Clark Muenzer (Pittsburgh, German); 
Angus Nicholls (Queen Mary’s 
University, London); John H. Smith 
(Irvine, German); Gabriel Trop (North 
Carolina, German); Christian Weber 
(Florida, German); Christian Wildberg 
(Pittsburgh, Classics). 
 
The concepts for discussion are: Aperçu 
(Förster); dämonisch (Nicholls); Eigen-
/Selbstliebe (Bell); Gleichnis (Weber); 
Gott (Lange); Geduld (Carranza); 
Gewissen (Breithaupt); Pantheismus-
streit (Fine); Rhythmus (Lee); Schatten-
riß (MacLeod); Symbol (Berndt); and 
Urphänomen (Meixner).  
 
 

*** 
 
 
FROM THE SECRETARY-
TREASURER 

 
My first order of business in my new 
capacity as Secretary-Treasurer was to 
invest a significant portion of our funds 
into Bitcoin. The GSNA now owns a 

handful of them. Just kidding, but do 
continue to read!  
 
Please remember to pay your 2019 dues. 
If you have not yet paid your 2018 dues 
(and would like to receive Goethe 
Yearbook 26), time is running out!  
 
Please submit your payment via PayPal 
under the Membership tab of the GSNA 
website or by mail to Prof. William 
Carter, Department of World Languages 
and Cultures, Iowa State University, 3102 
Pearson Hall, Ames, IA 50011. Please 
make checks payable to: “Goethe Society 
of North America.” 
 
If you are paying by mail for 2018, please 
also send me an email so I can reserve a 
copy of Goethe Yearbook 26 for you. 
Should you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact me: 
wcarter@iastate.edu. 
 

William Carter 
Iowa State University 

 
 

*** 
 
 
 
 junior member    $25 
 (non-tenured faculty) 
 
 senior member    $35 
 (tenured faculty) 
 
 patron                $100 
 (please consider becoming a patron)  
 
 emeritus    $10 
 
 student     $10 
 
 institution    $40 
 

 
 

*** 
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GSNA OFFICERS  
 
 
President 

 
Professor Catriona MacLeod 
Department of Germanic Languages & 
Literatures 
University of Pennsylvania 
745 Williams Hall 
255 S. 36th St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6305 
Telephone: (215) 898-8606 
Fax: (215) 573-7794 
cmacleod@sas.upenn.edu 
 
 

Vice President 
 

Professor Heather Sullivan 
Department of Modern Languages and 
Literatures 
Trinity University 
One Trinity Place 
San Antonio, TX 78212 
Telephone: (210) 999-7535  
hsulliva@trinity.edu  

 
 
Executive Secretary 
 

Professor Elliott Schreiber 
German Studies Department 
Box 72 
Vassar College 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12604 
Telephone: (845) 437-5687 
elschreiber@vassar.edu  
 
 

Directors-at-Large 
 

Professor Vance Byrd 
Department of German 
Grinnell College 
1226 Park Street 
Alumni Recitation Hall 231C 
Grinnell, IA 50112-1609 
Telephone: (641) 269-3238 
byrdvl@grinnell.edu  

 
 
 

Professor Eleanor ter Horst 
Department of Foreign Languages and 
Literatures 
University of South Alabama 
Mobile, AL 36608 
Telephone: (251) 461-1527  
eterhorst@southalabama.edu  
 
 

Secretary-Treasurer 
 

Professor William Carter 
Department of World Languages and 
Cultures 
Iowa State University 
3102 Pearson Hall 
Ames, IA 50011 
Telephone: (515) 294-1610 
wcarter@iastate.edu  

 
 

Editors of the Yearbook 
 
Professor Patricia Anne Simpson 
Department of Modern Languages and 
Literatures 
1111 Oldfather Hall 
University of Nebraska 
Lincoln, NE 68588-0315 
Telephone: (402) 472-7031 
psimpson4@unl.edu  
 
 
Professor Birgit Tautz 
Department of German 
Bowdoin College 
7700 College Station 
Brunswick, ME 04101-8477 
Telephone: (207) 798-7079 
Fax: (207) 725-3348 
btautz@bowdoin.edu  

 
 
Book Review Editor 
 

Professor Sean Franzel 
Department of German and Russian Studies 
University of Missouri 
428 Strickland Hall 
Columbia MO, 65211 
Telephone: (573) 882-4328 
Fax: (573) 884-8456 
franzels@missouri.edu  
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Editor of the Book Series 
 

Professor Karin Schutjer 
Department of Modern Languages, 
Literatures & Linguistics 
202 Kaufman Hall 
University of Oklahoma 
Norman, OK 73019 
Telephone: (405) 325-1907  
kschutjer@ou.edu  

 
 
 

Editor of the Newsletter and 
Webmaster 
 

Professor Burkhard Henke 
Department of German Studies 
Davidson College 
Box 6956 
Davidson, NC 28035-6956 
Telephone: (704) 894-2269 
Fax: (704) 894-2782 
buhenke@davidson.edu 
webmaster@goethesociety.org 

 
 
 


